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this end or to Esperance. That, however, is
a small item. I hope this request on behalf
of the turned-down men, who deserve the
very best we can give them, will be taken
serionsly into consideration by the Govern.
ment and granted. I could growl concern-
ing other matters for another hour, but I do
not think at this stage much unotice would
be taken. I will, therefore, suspend
the growling for to-day. T hope all the mat-
ters to which T have referred will be seri-
ously considered, I do not think any of
them would be diffienlt of accomplishment,
but I assure the House they are all of an
urgent nature.

MR. RAPHAEL (Victoria Park) [4.2]:
I formally seeond the motion,

On motion by Hon. C. G. Latham, debate
adjourned.

ADJOURNMENT—SPECIAL.
THE PREMIER (Hon. J. C. Willeock—
Geraldion) [4.3]: T move—

That the House at its rising adjourn until
Tuesday next at 4.30 p.m.

Question put and passed.
House adjourned at 4.4 pw.

Legislative Council,
Tuesday, $th August, 1938.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30¢
p.m., and read prayers.

CHAIRMEN (TEMPORARY) OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: I desire to announee
that in accordance with the Standing Orders

I have appointed the tollowing members Lo
act as temporary Chairmen of Committees
during the eurrent session, namely, the Hon.
J. Nicholzon, the Hon. V. Hamersley and
the Hon. G. Fraser,

QUESTION—BETTING, FINES.

Hon. ¢, F. BAXTER asked the Chicf
Secretary: 1, Have zll fines imposed by the
courts sinee the 1st July, 1933, in connection
with starting-price betting bheen paid? 2,
If not, how many convieted persons have
defaulted sinee that date? 3, What iz the
total amount of fines still unpaid?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No. 2, None, but in ten instances the fines
are wholly or partly outstanding. 3, £242
2s. 6d.

QUESTION—YOUTH EMPLOYMENT.

Hon. L. B. BOLTON asked the Chief
Secretary: 1. Since the taking over by the
Government of the work of placing vouths
in employment previously carried out by the
Boys’ Employment League what were—(a)
the number of applications received; (b}
the number of youths placed in positions in
both the metropolitan area and the counlry:
{e) the rates of wages paid? 2, What is,
or are, the name or names of the officer or
officers allotted to this work, and what other
positions, if any, do they fill¢

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
(a) 539. (b) 246 in metropolitan avea, 90
in the country. Of the remainder, 178
yonths have not ve-applied, and presumably
have obtained employment, leaving 23 un-
placed. {(¢) Where an industry is covered
by an award of the Arbitration Court, the
award rate is paid. In cases where there is
no award, the wages range from 10s. to 30s.
per week. For country work the wages
range from 10s. to 30s. per week, plus keep.
2, Mr. J. C. A. Hodgson, an officer of the
Department of Employment.

MOTIONS (2)—CONDOLENCE,
The late Hon, §. TF. Munsie, M.L.A.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W.
H. Kitson—West) [4.45]: I move—

That this House desires to plice on record
its sineere appreciation of ihe public services
rendered to the State by ihe late Hon, S, ¥,
Munsie, member for Hannans in the Legisla-
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tive Assembly and Minister for Mines and
Health at the time of his death, and to ex-
press its deepest sympathy with the mem-
bers of his family in the irreparable loss they
have sustained by his death; und that the
President be requested to forward the fore-
going resolution to Mrs. Munsic.

Since last session the Government and Par-
linment have suffered grievously. 1 refer to
the irreparable loss the State has sustained
through the death of the late Mr. Munsie.
Few who have goune before labonred so un-
sparingly, or to such effect, in the service of
the State and their fellow citizens as the late
Minister, whose services extended over a
period of something like 25 years. His en-
thusiasm for the advancement of the State
found, I think, its fullest scope in his work
as n Minister of the Crown, and while to-
day we can appreciate the results of his wise
and capable administration, I suggest that
the full worth of his labours will not be
truly assessed until the yeurs to come. As
with many other cfforts on the part of
public men, it is often very difficult indeed
to assess at its true value the work earried
ont at the time it is performed. Only long
afterwards is that possible, and I think this
applies to the work of Mr. Munsie partieu-
larly. My statement will he endorsed by
anvone having an appreciation of the work
that that gentleman accomplished. Mr.
Munsie eame to this State as a young man
and first of all found emplovment on the
Eastern Goldfields as a miner. There he
laid the foundations of his public career as
an active worker in irade union eireles,
achieving distinction hoth as general presi-
dent of the Federal Aliners’ Union and as
president of the Eastern Goldfields Distriet
Council of the Australian Labour Pariy, to
which party he had belonged practieally the
whole of his life. In 1911 he first entered
Parlinment as wmember for Hannans, and 13
vears later he was entrusted, as an Honorary
Minister, with the administration of the
Health Department. It was peculiarly fit-
ting that the health services of this State
should have been the first to engage his
talents for administration, because I believe
—and I think every person who knew him
will agree with me—that his strong hnmani-
tarian ideals hent his interests with parti-
eulay enthusiasm towards endeavours fo
hotter the lot of the sick and needy. His
vision and determination as Minister for
Health are perpetuated in improved health
services throuzhout the State. In 1927 Mr.
AMunzie was raized to full Cahinet rank, with

the portfolios of Health and Mines. As
Minister for Mines, Mr. Munsie was tireless
in his ndvocacy of the State’s gold mining
arcas, and as a result of lus efforts and en-
courngement, with, of course, the assistance
of others, many hundreds of men found em-
ployment at a time when our cconomic life
was at a low ¢hb. T think it ean truthfatly
be said of him that he had always al
heart the welfare of the workers, and his
determination to effeet necessary reforms in
that direction found expression in both ad-
ministrative and legislative actions from
time to time. He endeared himself to all
sections of the community, and while his
passing represents a greab loss to the publie
life of this State, his loss is felt most keenly
by bLis Dbereaved family. We sympathise
with them in their sorrow.

HON, C, F. BAXTER (East) [4+31]: 1
desire to support the remarks of the Chief
Seeretary. The passing of Mr. Munsie was
a severe ow to the Government, Mr.
Munsie, in his capacity as Minister for
Health and Minister for Mines, was untir-
ing in his efforts to further the interests of
the State. To the Mines Department he
brought a strong feeling of confidence, and
assisted greatly in encouraging the pro-
oress that was experienced during his
I)eriod of administration. After all the
Minister for Mines can pive encourage-
ment and assistance to the industry In
mauy wavs, and the late hon. gentleman
never wearied of doing it. Although My,
Munsic was not of robust eenstitution, he
sacrificed himself in his administration of
the Health Department. In fact, he never
studied himself. Many a leng trip I have
made with him through the conntry dis-
triets in furtheranee of his efforts to pro-
vide succour for the suffering. There orve
many country distriets that will always
revere the name of the Hon. 8. W. Munsie
for his work in the interests of those dis-
tricts, Great as has been the loss to the
State generally, it is but a small loss com-
pared with that sustained by his widow and
family. Mr. Munsie was a model husband
and the family had every reason to appre-
ciate his wonderful qualities as husband
and father. Unfortunately, such losses
will occur, but every member, T am sure,
realises the severity of the loss occasioned
by the death of our friend.
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HON. A. THOMSON (South-East)
[4.53]: As one who had close association
with the late Mr, Munsie, I desire to sup-
port the motion of condolence moved by
the Chief Seecretary. It is fitting that we
should pleee on record our sense of the
high esteem in which we regard his ser-
vices to Western Australia. His death cer-
tainly came ns a great blow to his friends
and was no less a distinet loss to the State.
As one who has been associated with the
Counfry Party since 1914, I consider the
late Mr. Munsic was one of the most sym-
pathetic Ministers that ever administered
the Health Department. Speaking from the
point of view of country residents, I can say
that he gave us all possible assistance and
met our requests most sympathetically. 1
think it can truthfully be said of Mr. Munsie.
as of many other public men, that he gave of
his best to the State. I am pleased that
this Honse is about to place on record the
serviees of a man whom, though we were
opposed to him in politics, we ean appre-
ciate for honesty and integrity in his serviee
to the State.

HON. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.53]: It is only fitting that tribute shouid
be paid on this, the first oceasion after the
opening of the session, to the memory of
one who has played such an important part
in the affairs of this State. No Minister
could have been more untiring or earnest
in his devotion to duty than was the late
Mr. Mungie. I sincerely endorse all the
remarks that have been made econecerning
hirn. The record of his work, T believe,
will always stand as a great monument to
a good and honounrable man.

HON. E. H. ANGELO (North) [+50]):
As one who had the privilege of sitting in
the same House as the late Minister for
nearly 16 vears, I should like {o add a few
words in support of the motion.
Munsie was one of the keenest Parliament-
arians that ever oceupied a seat in the
Lower House. He was highly respected and
was implicitly trusted by members on both
sides of the Chamber., The State has lost
an able Minister of the Crown and memn-
bers, one and all, have lost a stannch
friend. I sincerely regret the necessity for
the motion, but I endorse every word
that has been uttered in sopport of it.

THE PRESIDENT [4.57]: 1, too, had a
very long association with the late AMr.
Munsie. He and I spent a great part of
our lives on the Eastern Goldfields. We
were associated before he became a mem-
ber of DParliament, and I well remember
how interested he then was in  public
affairs. When he was first elected to Par-
liament, more than a quarter of a century
ago, he set himself earnestly to work to
fit himself for his duties as a legislator
and an administrator. How well he suc-
ceeded in that undertaking is refleeted in
the record of his public eaveer. T knew
him well; T always respected him; I always
entertained a high opinion of his personal
integrity, and I always appreciated that
the objeet of his life was to do his utmost
for the betterment of his fellows. We
eould have hoped that he might be
spared for many more years io earry on
the work in which he was engaged. How-
ever, it has been otherwise decreed, nnd
the public life of this State is consequently
the poorer. I ask hon. members to indi-
eate their approval of the motion by rising
in their places.

Question passed, members standing.

The late Hon. €, G. Elliott, M.L.C.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. W.
H. Kitson—West) [5.1}: T also desire to
make reference to the demize of one of opur
fellow members. 1t is with sincere and deep
regret that I reeall the passing of Mr, C. G.
Elliott mid-way through the recess. This
Hounse had the benefit of My, Elliott’s ser-
vices for a period of only four years, hut
during that time we had opportunitics io
apprecite his worth both as a capable and
conscientions member of this IMouse and as
a publie-spirited eitizen. It iz well to own
that, in inatters relating to the goldmining
industry, we had the benefit of knowledge
zained by the late hon. gentleman in the
eourse of 40 vyears’ praetical experience.
That knowledge gave a special value to his
utterances on legislation affeeting his Pro-
vinee. His views were alwaye listened to
with the greatest respect. T desire also to
recall that for 12 years prior to his election
to this Chamber the late hon. member found
seope for hiz energies in other activities for
the publie good, more especially as a mem-
ber of the Kalgoorlie Municipal Couneil. At
the time of his death he was also chairman
of the Amalgamated Prospeciors of Western
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Auystralia. I think we can all hear witness
1o the great cfforts he put forth on hehalf
of the members of that association, whom
he helped to the utimost of his abilify. By
his passing we have lost & respected ecol-
Jeague, and his eonstituenis an able repre-
sentative and firm friend. Our deepest
sympathy goes vut to those who were nearest
and dearest to him, and I move—

That this House desires to place on record
its sineere appreciation of the publie service
rendered to the State by the late Mon. C. G,
Elliott, who at the time of his death was a
member for the North-East Province, and to
express its deep sympathy with the members
of his family in the irreparable loss they
have sustained by his deecase; and that the
President be requested to forward the fore-
going resolution to 3Mrs. Elliott.

HON. H. SEDDON (North-East} [5.4]:
I wish to associate myself with the motion
moved by the Chief Scerctary. Mr. Elliott
was my collcague here for some four vears,
and during that time he showed himself
keenly interested on behalf of the men with
whom he had worked aud been identified for
so long. His eclose interest in mincrs
phthisis and in the provision made for men
snffering from their association with the in-
dustry was appreciated throughout the Pro-
vinee.  Mr. Elliott’s death is a distinet loss
not only to the North-East Provinee but
also to this House and to the State as a
whole.

HON. C. F. BAXTER (Fast) [5.3]: We
had only a few wvears’ experience of M.
Elhott in this Chamber, but in thosc few
years we learned to know him for his worth.
AMr. Elliott was president of the association
of prospectors, and he was heart and soul
with the wonderful band of men whe have
done and are deing so much for the State.
In secason and out of season he was never
tired of deing all in his power to relieve the
position of the prospectors. Further than
that, he was ever ready to help the gold-
mining industry, not only by his efforts in
this Chamber, but also from the standpoint
of those engaged in the industry. That was
a highly landable object. The late hon.
gentleman sincerely held strong views; but,
after all, he generally made sare of the cor-
rectiness of his opinions before taking a
stand. All those associated with him during
the four wears he sat in this Chamber
listened to him with respeet whenever he
rose to speak. The loss lo the House iz a

severe ong.  While we feel his loss severcly,
how much more is it felt by those near and
dear to him! T add my few words of sup-
port in the hope that the passing of the
motion may mitigate, even in cver so slight
a degree, the sorrow experienced by the Inte
rentleman’s widow,

HON. G. B. WOOD (East) [5.7]: I de-
sive to associate myself with the mation.
During the whole of the time I have heen in
the House I sat alongside the late Mr.
Elliott, and therefore had opportunities to
learn what a sinecere man he was. During
those four years I learnt a great deal about
the mining industry from him. On many
oceasions he put me right when it was a
question of doing something for the industry
and espeeially for the miner, the under dox.
I feel that the people of the goldfields have
lost a staunch friend in Mr. Elliott.

THEHE PRESIDENT [58]: The late Mr.
Bliott was also a lifelong friend of mine.
T first met him in the days when he was
prospecting, when he was one of the hand
of men who went out into the bush and
opened up the gold-mining industry. e
was one of those responsible in that way for
rendering a great service to the State of
Western Anstralia and to Australia gene-
rally. Only those whose memory goes hack
to the carly days know what an immense
henefit to the whole continent resulted from
the efforts of men who, nt great risk to
themselves, and often at the cost of con-
siderable suffering, were able to nnearth the
golden riches of Western Aunstralia. M
Elliott was for four years in this House;
and, as Mr. Wood and other hon. members
have said, we know what serviees he
rendered heve as one who was an anthovity
on questions relating to prospecting and
mining gencrallyv. We all deplore his loss,
which is an especial loss to this Chamber.

Question passed, members standing.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Seeond Day.

Dehate rvesumed from the 4th August.

HON. C. ¥. BAXTER (East) [3.11]:
Before dealing with the subject of the
Speech I desire to congratulate two mem-
hers newly clected to this Chamber. Mr. W.
R. Iall has already given us a taste of his
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quality, and we are sure that he will make
a name for himself in the polifical world of
Western Australia. Mr. Dimmitt has yet to
break the ice here, but as he is a commer-
cial man of wide experience and high stand-
ing T feel sure he will prove an acquisition
to the Legislative Counecil. At the same
time, as is only natural, members of the
House regret the loss of Mr, Clydesdale.
After our associafion with that gentleman,
we all feel his loss. Whilst we how 1o the
will of the electors, yet we cxperience sor-
row ab the hreaking of nssociation with
fellow-members.  Besides myself, the hon-
our of Dbeing re-clected unopposed was
bestowed by fthe electors on vourself, Mr.
President, Mr. Holmes, Mr. Nichoison, Mr.
Piesse and Mr. Moore. 1t speaks volumes
for this Chamber that six out of 10 mem-
bers secking re-election were returned un-
opposed.  The faet proves the confidence
electors have in their representatives and,
generally, in the work of the Legislative
Council. Personally 1 cannot but feel flat-
tered at being returned unepposed for the
sixth successive fime by the electors of the
East Province. The fact is something to be
proud of, and I heartily thank the cleetors
of the East Province for bestowing the hon-
our upon me. Sometimes a member who is re-
elected unopposed may be told, “It is all
very well talking; you had no opposition.”
However, it must be borne in mind that if
a representative were not held in high es-
teem by the eleciors of his Province, he
would very =soon encounter opposition.
Therefore it follows that the six members
returned unopposed, ineluding myself, have
satisfied Lheir constituents to sueh an extent
that they do not desire a change.

As regards the Speeeh, it is hard to find
in it anything either new or important. Tis
most striking feature is its length. Execept
for the second paragraph appearing on the
fourth page, the Speech contains nothing
but what we have heard time and again.
That paragraph deals with the emergeney
tax, and reads—

The continuanece of the financinl emergeney
tax is a matter which lhas received elose
attention. Tt is reeognised that the form of
the tax, while it could be justified during an
emergency such as the recent world-wide
depression, is not one that ean he continned
indefinitely without some radical alteration.
My Government will submit proposed legisla-
tion combining the financial emergenex and
income taxes, whieh, while embodying the

svstem of colleetion at the source, will pro-
vide for the assessment of the tax on the
basis of ability to pay.

Personally I have for the last five years
advoeated amalgamation of those two taxes,
but T am made rather fearful by the refer-
ence to “some radical alteration.”” To what
extent will that radieal alteration go, and in
what direetion? Agnin, af the end of the
paragraph there is a rveferenec to “ability
to pav.” It seems as though the measure (o
he bronght forward will eontain cxemptions
up to the limit for eertain people and that
the bulk of the taxation will be imposed on
one small seetion of the eommunity. How-
ever, that will be revealed when the Bill
gomes forward. Regarding the remainder of
the Speeel, 28 subjects ave deali with under
headings. So far as I ean judge they extend
from the provision of a five-day working
week for the Civil Serviee to sewernge. One
can pass them over, because there is nothing
in them. It is the same old thing. We know
wliat it is; something has to be put forward
for use when clection time eomes.  That
applies also 1o Item No. 29 in the Speecch
under the heading “Legislation”” Hewe
agnin we have the same old friends. We
ave told that we will be asked to give eon-
sideration to measures dealing with Iair
rents, firearms and guns, industrial arbitra-
tion, workers’ compensation, the Munieipal
Covporations Aet, the Navigation Aect, the
Land and Income Tax Act, State insuranee,
superannuation, University buildings {Agri-
enltaral  College), the Seailolding Aet, a
profiteering prevention Aet, 2 Burean of
Economie and Industria! Resenreh, and the
Waorkers’ ITomes Act. Measures relating to
fair rents, industrial arbitration, workers'
eompensntion, the Municipal Corporations
Ael and State insuranes have been presented
over and over again. The guestion arises
whether, in bringing forward these subjects,.
the Government is not mercly acceding to
wishes expressed first by the Trades Hall
conncil and secondly by what is called the
Young Labour League, which stated that in-
dustrial Bills would be put up for the Coun-
cil {o defeat, thereby providing material for
the next cleetion. Tn due eourse these will
go into n Blue Book—

Hon. J. Nicholson: That i1s what is ca]led.
a little window-dressing.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Not a little, but a
oreat deal.
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Hon. G. Fraser: You were not game to
pass the measures.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: 1 do not know
what the hon. member means. If he refers
to the passing in this House ot Bills that
wonld be detrimental to the indvstries of
the State, I tell him that the House is more
sengible than to pass such Bills,

Hon. . Fraser: We pover asked vou to
do that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : That is the opinion
of the hon. member, One has only to make
a review of the Bills concerning industrial
arbifration, workers’ compensation, fae-
tories and shops and fair rents to know
whether we have been asked to’de anvthing
detrimental.

Hon. (+. Fraser: They were very necessary
measnres.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Probably so in
the minds of thase influenced by party poli-
ties, and in the minds of the unsophisti-
eated, but not in the winds of people looking
to the fufure development of the State. I
was pleased to hear our new member (Hon.
W. R. Hall), in his speeeh, refer at some
length to a finc body of men in this State.
I regret that he did not go into the matter
even further, because I felt that he knew
something of the position. Fe said, “No
prospeetors, no mines.” Tow very lrue!
Money comes for the opening up of mines
only afler the prospector has found gold
existing there. But what has that man gone
through, that man representative of a hody
of men? You yoursclf, Mr. President, know
something of those men. I was on the fields
for many vears and was aequainted with
thozse men, some of whom I financed. I
visited the places where they were working,
and saw what a wonderful type they were.
The average prospector has nndergone great
hardship and deserves all the encourage-
ment that ¢an be given him. It is to he
regretted that in the pasi so much of the
eounfry was locked up in reservations, and
that in this way the prospeetor was retarded
in his endeavours to locate fresh gold. 1T
ohserve there has been a diminution of re-
servations. The size of some has been re-
dueed and some should be reduced even more.

As rvegards the treatment of prospectors
gencrally, a scheme has been in existence for
soveral years., The scheme was inaugurated
m 1931 or 1932, to aid people to prospect.

A small amount of 15:. per week was
granted by the Government to assist such
men. Quite reeently the Government has
heen good enough to inerease the amount to
£1 a week, but considering the value of the
prospector and in view of the enormons
amount of wealth that he brings to the State
out of seemingly nnproductive country, the
amount could well be inereased. The pros-
pecting  sclieme is worthy of support.
It was initiated during the time of the Mit-
chell-Latham administration when the Gov-
crnment havdly knew where to look for a
penny with which to carry on. The Govern-
ment was impoverished; but that was the
time when money was fonnd for this scheme
—a scheme that las heen given wonderful
cncouragement by the present Government,
and conld be given more enconragement by
an inerease n the small amount allotted to
prospectors up to, say, 23s,

Hon. G. Fraser: You are window-dressing
now,

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: That is not win-
dow-dressing. T have hcen a supporter of
the prospector and have found money for
him. T realise what the prospeclor means to
Western Anstralia.  Where wounld we, in’
this State, have been in the last few years
had it not been for the goldmining industry?

I know that the Government recently has
done a little more for prospectors by its
decision fo pay the extra 4s. 11%4d. on the
cvanidation of gold, making the total £4
ds, 1134d. Yet 1 do not say 1 appreciate
that ns being a very generous gesture, be-
cause for some time that has bern money
belonging to the prospectors but withheld
from themi, It is money that should have
heen paid to them long ago—and not only
that, but the preminm on it as well. Every
bit of monecy is highly important to the
prospoctor; mercly a few shillings a week
makes a difference to him. Of the cyanida-
tion seheme to which I have referred, let vs
take a wide view and see how the prospector

fares. First of all, there is allowed
90 per eent. of the ore crushed. Then
on extraction there is a 25 per cent

deduetion. In the third place a pre-
mium of 2 dwts. 8 grains is ebharged. Those
are the charges under the eyanidation pro-

cess. By ncarly all Government plants ore
is  purchased by measnrement at the
vte of 22 cunbic feet per ton, and

T have no doubt that the people at the bat-
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tery see that they are well protected. The
assays are made and the tailings paid over
by weight. Figures will bear out that the
depariment has no difficulty in making a
profit of 10 per cent. As regards the second
point—the deduction of 25 per cent. for ex-
traction—there is mnch room for eriticism,
«especially when a comparison is made with
private mines. In this conneetion it must
be remembered that the deparfment reserves
the right to reject any ore of a refraetory
nature or sueh ore as is not amenable 1o
c¢yanidation. In my opinion, the eommer-
cial plant that could not get better resulis
than those I mentioned would have to do
one of two things—either change ils
methods or ifs management; or hoth.

The treatment charge of 2 dwts. § grains
was arrived at by a specious process of rea-
soning that is hard to follow. Originally a
charge of 10s. Gd. per ton was made, but
owing fo the decline in the value of gold the
charge was redueed to 7s. per ton. That
price applied until 1929 when the then
Minister for Mines, the late Hon. S. W,
Munsie, altered it to the presenf charge of
2 dwts. 8 grains. With the rise in the price
of gold, prospeclors were told that that
amount equalled 7s. This was arrived at by
allowing £4 per ounce amd 75 per cent. ex-
traction, thus permitting the department to
collect the premium on ds. 414d. as well as
the 2 dwts. 8 grains and more than doubling
the price considered fair a few years hefore,

Hon. H. Seddon: Allowance has to be
made for gold not wp to standard.

Flon. C. F. BAXTER: That is allowed
for, too. Bearing that in mind, it has to
be realised that the cost at privately-owned
mines is only 75, On the basis of present
gold values, the charge of 2 dwis. 8 grains
works out, with the cosi of cvanidation, at
225, per ton. With 185, 6d4. for crushing
added, the tolal is 32s. Gd. per ton. That
seems very eostlv. If wmakes one wonder
what is the matter with the State Baiteries.
At Wiluna the cost is only 19s. per ton. To
show exactly how this works out with the
tailings, T huve two sets of records reveal-
ing (he tremendous profits made by the
Stute Batteries. First [ will give parti-
culars of pavments for tailings and returns
from Tlalley's Comet Mine supplied by the
State Battery for three crushings at Marble

Bar State Battery.
follows:—

The particulars are as

Crushing No. 772: TJune, 1936,

Plate vield 2 ozs. 8 dwts, 9 grains per ton.
Tonsg trented, T1% ; tailings allowed G4 tons.
Assay, 88 dwts, 34 grains per ton,

First pavment .. . £831 4 8
Tremium £8090 4 7
Total L ELT30 8 3

Crushing No. 789: Auvgust, 1936,
Plate gold 3 ozs. 15 dwts, 18 grnins pey tou,
71 tons crushed; G4 tons allowed.
Assay, 88 dwts. 20 grains per ton,
First payment .
Promium

£830 8 0
£893 15 2

Total

L ELTM 3 2

Crushing No. 830: November, 19346,

260 tons crushed, 234 toms allowed, assay
117 dwts, 2 gra. per ton.
First payment £4,027 14 6
Premium £4332 12 6
Total £8,360 7 0

That is what was paid to the prospeetor.
The following talie shows the total gold
content of all tailings from erushings at
ITaliex s Comet Mine:—

No.
71V, tons, nssaying 8§ dwts, 14

TR

grs. = 316 ozs. 13 dwts. 17 £ £
wrs. at £4 4s. 114, per fon ., 1,345
Preaimm at 107 per cent, 1,433
2,758
No. 789,
71 ifons, assaving 88 dwts, 20
gra. == 3135 ozs,, at £4 45, 114,
per oz, .. . .. .. 1,339
Peeminm at 107 per ecnt, .. 1431
—_ 2770
No, 830,
260 tons erushed, assay 117
dwts, 2 prs. = 1,322 ozs,, at
£4 4s. 114, per oz. .. 6,450
Premium at 107 per cenf. G468
15,4024
Total value of 402% tons ..o 18,052
Tatal paywments hy State Nattery .. 11,8153
Total deductinns £7,137

Hon. G. Fraser: Do youn think that is a
fair example to take?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Halley's Comet
mine is very rieh, but the figures will serve
to show the extent to which deductions ean
be made, The figures I am now about to
quote will make memhers wonder why the
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State Batteries are not showing a better

result; somecthing must be wrong. The
profits for the years 1932 to 1037 are as
follows :—

£ s d
1937 0202 ¢ 8
1936 16,481 15 2
1925 9,911 14 5
1934 14,912 14 1
1933 20,375 10 7
1932 14155 0 9
Total .. £94,089 18

The total profit for the six years was

£94.039 1s. 84, but I am informed that
no allowance was made for depreeiation of
plant and machinery, or for sinking fund.
Where do the profits disappear? That is
what puzzles me.

Hon. @. Fraser: Have von a vecord of
the working costs?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: No. 1 have not
gone into that matter. To do se, would
take up too much of the time of the House.

On the 28th April last the regulations
made under the Native Administration Agt
were gazetted. The question of native
administration is a burning onc not only
in this State, but throughout the whole of
Ausiralia. FEach State seems to be in a
quandary about the handling of natives.
Well-meaning persons in all walks of life
are concerned about the matter. They
bring forward various schemes for the wel-
fare of the natives, but more frequently
complaints about the way in which the
natives ave treated. The more the nalive
is looked after, the quicker is he going fo
disappear. We arve interfering with the
natural way in which he lives. It amuses
me to hear people who know nothing at
all about natives and who have never asso-
ciated with them, expressing their opinion
as to what should and should net he done.
Parliament has 1ecently passed an Act
giving very stringent powers to the depart-
ment controlling native administration.
While T admit that the department has a
very hard row to hoe at times, especinlly
when interfered with hy outside organisa-
tions, the oflicials are, by the gazettal of
the regulations on the 29th April last,
seeking to get more power than cither Par-
liament intended they should have or than
15 good for the natives or the State. My
intention is not to deal with ali the regu-
lations, but I shall refer to some of them

to show members the extent to which the
department wishes to go. Regulaiion 39
provides—

All letters te and from the inmates of an
institution shall puss through the hands of
the superintendent or manager, who may in
his diseretion withhold them from trans-
mission or return them to the writers.

Under the Act, “institution” means any
mission, reformatory, or other institution
for the henefit and protection of the native.
I question whether that regulation will
assist the native, but other regulations are
cven more severe. Paragraph (b) of Regu-
Iation 81 provides—

In all ¢ases bedding, and mosquito nets nnd
sronmd sheots, 4s required, shall be provided
to the satisfaction of the Commissioner.
Where shall we finish?  The native maost
now have a mosquito net. Very few white
people in this State have mosquite nets.
Mosquite nets arc used in eountries like
India and Africa where the risk of malaria
is had.

The Chief Secrctary: Are there not mos-
quitoes in the North-West?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: I have visited the
North-West mueh more frequently than has
the Chief Sceretary, and 1 have never used
mosqguito nets there. The regulation is ridi-
culous, especially when members bear im
mind that Regulation 36 makes no reference
to mosquito nets. Regulation 83 provides—

Wherever a4 general permit to  employ
natives s held hy an cmployer, sneh em-
ployer shall keep and make available a
gullicient supply  of first-aid and reedical
neeessities to the satisfaction of the Com-
nussoner. , , L .

T shall not read the whole of the regulatiosm,
but, among other things, it provides that
where the number of natives employed ex-
seeds six, the employer shall provide, free
of charge, a hypodermic syringe, with bypo-
dermic tablets, for example, morpkia and
strychnine. Is it vight that morphiz and
strychnine should be provided by ar em-
ployer of natives? What right has the
Department of Native Affairs to awthorise
the use of morphia? How is the employer
to obtain the morphia? I am not quite sure,
but I understand that under the Police Aet
morphia ecannof be supplied except in small
quantitics and then only on a preseription
from a doctor. Such a prescription is good
only for the particular supply at the time;
no person could obtain a further supply of
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the drug on the same preseription. Very
great care is exercised, as, indeed, it should
be, in the supply of those drugs. I cannot
understand the department’s reason for this
regulation; apparvently, o mistoke has been
made somewhere. The regulations will ap-
ply to all natives in the State, both in the
south and in the north. That faet must be
borne in mind by wembers. Regulation 85
provides—

The Commissioner may direet that the

wages or part of the wages of any unative
shall be paid to him in trust for such native,
in anx mauner he wmay think fit, and the
wages shall be paid by the employer aceord-
ingly.
The native will not work unless he is paid
wages. Natives have been in the habit of get-
ting their wages, and it seems to me the Com-
missioner is going too far in arregating to
himself the right to demand that the natives'
wages shall be paid to him. The native looks
to his employer for his wages, and if he does
not get them, he will not work., There are
certainly some powers that the Commis-
sioner should have, but this particular power
seems to me to be ridienlous. Regulation 94
provides—

.+ .. the receipt of such wage shall Le
acknowledged in writing by the employee . ..

I do not kaow hkow many natives can ack-
nowledge the receipt of money in writing.
One would think all our natives were edu-
cated ; whether it is unfortunate or not, edu-
cation does uot seem fo improve many of
them. Regulation 96 provides—

.+ .. the ecmployer shall obtain the re-
ceipt of the employee for any stores or
goods . . ..

The same point arises here; how ean an
employer get a reeeipt in writing from a
native who cannot write? The regulations
need very careful revision. From the glance
I have had at them—it has been but a glance
—some of them certainly will have to be
disallowed, because otherwise there will be
interference with the natives in their om-
ployment,

I come to something now that is not of a
very pleasant nafure. On the morning of
the 17th June, I notieed the following para-
graph in the “West Australian” of that
date, under the heading of “Labour Couneil.
Crown Solicitor Congratulated.”

At a meeting of the Metropolitan Council
of the Australian Labour Party last night, a
motion of eongratulation to Mr. E, A.
Dunphy on his recent appointment as Crown

Solicitor was ecarried. 1t was decided to re-
fer to the officers of the conncil the question
of muking a suitable presentation to Mr,
Dunphy in appreciation of his legal work on
behalf of unionists. Mp. Dunphy was a vice-
president of the council and a delegate to the
State Fxecotive of the party.

That report recalled to my mind au ap-
pointment of which 1 had net taken particu-
lar notice before. It made me wonder what
was at the back of the appointment. T do
not know Mr. Dunphy. He may be, and
probhably is, a very eapable young wan. He
is only a young man; 1 understand his
age is given as 32 vears. There is no per-
sonal feeling on my part: as members
lmow, 1 do not display feeling in politieal
matters, especially politieal appointwents,
which this one appears to be.

The Chief Secretnvry interjected.

Hon. C. . BAXTER: T may fell the
Chief Seeretary that I never indulge in per-
sonalities, although at times T may express
myself very warmly. The reading of that
report brenght back to my mind the faet
that during the last five years numerous
political appointments have heen made hy
the Government and the appointess have
been supporters of the Government’s politi-
eal party., Thut made me look further into
this present appointment than 1 wonld other-
wige have done. Mr. Dunphy’s appointment
may be quite al] right; he inay be very suited
to the position. It is a high position. The
Crown Solicitor should be a person of great
ability and much experience, beeause he is
ealled upon to do mueh drafting for Parlia-
ment. The natnre of that work is sueh that
it requires a man of great ability amd ex-
perience to do it.

The Chief Seerctary: AMr. Dunphy has it.

Hon, C. F, BAXTER: I am glad fo hear
it, and I hope the statcment ¢an be sub-
stantiated. The Crown Law Department
mnst be regarded as one of the most im-
portant of CGovernment departments. 1
would like to know what cxperience M.
Dunply has, Is he experienced in parlia-
mentary drafting work, with whieh he will
be faced? What are his reeommendations?
Who were the ofher applicants for the posi-
tion? Did the Public Service Commissioner
recommend Mr. Dunphy for the posi-
tion?  Did the Under Secretary for
Law, Mr. Cordon, recommend him?
Was he recommended by anyone or was
the appointinent a political one made by
the Government? T should like to quote



[9 Avcusr, 1938.] 27

from the Minister's bible, the ‘*Worker,”’
dated the 29th July last. There appears
in it a report of a presentation fo 1.
Dunphy made by the Labour Council and
other friends at the Trades Hall, and in
the report this appears—

My, P. J. Mooney said he regretted that
Mr. Dunphy’s services would no longer be
available to the unions. His advice had
“always been sound and the Labour Movement
had never had a better friend. Mr. Dunphy
had followed in the footsteps of his father
who had at all times been willing to assist
unions in their difliculties, Ted Dunphy was
a Labourite of whom they counld be proud,
and he for onc regretted that beeause of his
promotion, his great knowledge of industrial
law would not in future he available as it
had been in the past. However, Labour’s loss
was the Crown’s gain, and he heartily con-
gratnlated their guest on his appointment.
The members of the State Exccutive and the
Metropolitan Council felt they eould not
allow this important step in Mr. Dunphy’s
career to pass without recognition, so this
gathering had been decided upon. Presenting
Mr. Dunphy with a eclock, Mr. Moonexr said
that the value of fhe gift was in no way
comparable with the services given by their
@ueat, bnt it would perhaps serve as a re-
minder of the esteem in which he was held
by his friends on the State Exceutive. Mr.
Moaoney said that Ted Dunphy would he
followed by Jack Dunphy who, he felt sure,
would do his best, as his father and hrother
had done.

Several other Trades Wall officials sup-
ported the remarks of Mr. Mooney, and
Mr. Dunphy, in responding, said amongst
other things—

He wng very pleased to bave had the
apportunity of scrving the Lahour Move-
ment, He had never regarded his profession
solely as a means of making moncy. He
regarded his job in the way trade union
sceretaries regarded their jobs, and the satis-
faction that came from doing onc’s hest was
the greatest reward. JIndustrial law was the
most important of all for the deeisions given
in industrial eases did not affcet only the
parties in the case. Tlundreds of pounds
might be invelved in a verdiet representing
only a few shillings. Tf he had done good
work, the eredit belonged to his father, who
was a better friend of the Labour Movement
than perbaps some of them realised. His
father Dhad taught him everything he knew,
and it was because of him that he had grown
up a Labourite. We would like it te be
understood that although he would not he
taking the aective part that he had taken
formerly, he was not lost to the Labour
Movoment, It would stiil be possible for him
lawfully and rightfully to assist the move-
ment.  He had never attempted to hide the

fict that he was a Labourite, and if he had
helped the movement, his feeling was onc of
pride and pleasure. He was grateful for wlat
he had learned during his association with
the movement, and this knowledge would
prove valmable to him in the future. They
hadl always known where he had stood in the
past, amsl they would know where he intended
to stand,

Hon. G.
that? .
Hon. ", F. BAXTER: What is wrong
with it is that a Government servant should
e the last person in the world to take
politieal sides, and the man who does take
political sides, partienlarly when he is
oceupying a position like that of Crown
Solicitor, is a very foolish man indeed.
What we want in an ofliee of that deserip-
tion js stability and experience. Mr. Dun-
phy, in the course of his remarks, told the
gathering that it would still be possible
for him lawfully and rightfully to assist
the movement. Is My, Dunphy going to he
Crown Solicitor or is he still going to ve-
present the Labour movement? That is
the position. He has accepted the post
of Crown Solicitor and as a servant
of the State he should ent himself adrift
from everything else. He should not know
any parties and should not even reeognise
them. What I want to know is by whom
was he recommended for the position?
Was he recommended by the Solicitor-
teneral, the Under Secretary for Law or
lhe Public Serviece Commissioner? In auy
case, a5 an old member of this House, I
do not agree with a person aecepting an
important position under the (rown, and
at the same time offering his serviees or
allowing his services to remain available
for any political seetion. We cannot get
away from the faets, which are very plain
indeed. Ts it any wonder, after having
read extraets from the ‘*Worker,”' that I
should ask to be supplied with more infor-
mation about the appointment and the
manner in which it was made? Were there
other applicants of a status equal to that
of Mr. Dunphy? For all we know, other
applieants may have had higher qualifica-
tions. That iz information that we are
entitled to have. In any ease, Myr. Dunphy
was most indisereet in making the state-
nents that he did at the gathering to which
I have referred. It is absolaiely impera-
tive that every civil servant, from the
highest executive officer down, should he

loyal to his employers.

Yraser: What is wrong with
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There is another matter to which I wish
1o refer, and which has hit me rather hard
-—I refer to appointments made to the Fre-
‘mantle Harbour Trust. An appointment
‘was made some years ago, and the gentle-
man chosen was a representative of the
producers of the State. Unfortunately,
that gentleman passed away. It has been
recognised, but not laid down, that the
different interests served Dby the Trust
should have representation. That objee-
tive was iutrodueed in 1919. After the
passing of the produecers’ representative,
Mr. Taylor was appointed as representa-
tive of the Fremantle lumpers, and a very
good representative he proved. While I
was holding the office of Chief Secretary
and was in econtrol of the Harbour
Trust, pressure was brought to bear
on me at the time Mr. Taylor’s period of
office had expired to subsiitute someone else
for Mr. Taylor, someone to represent ship-
ping intervests. I considered it unfair that
such a course should be followed, beeause
Mr. Taylor had served the Trust well and
there was nothing against him. Conse-
quently, I re-appointed him. I fully ex-
pected thaf subsequent Governments would
follow the example I had set, but when a
vaeaney occurred the party in power sclected
Mr. W. C. Angwin. Mr. Angwin had
shortly before then returned to the State. A
good deal was said ahout the appointment,
but nothing could be said against Mr.
Angwin himself. We knew that he was a
zood chap.

Member: Bui he was over age.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: Never mind that.
The selection was made, and thus reason-
able representation was denied to further
sectional interests. Mr. Angwin was the
choice of the ¥remantle Trades Hall, and
there was no thonght of the producers. Is
it any wonder, therefore, that I am voicing
my opinions against political appointinents?
Why should not the producers have had eon-
tinued consideration?

Hon. G. Fraser: How many party ap-
pointments did vour Government make?

Hon. C. ¥. BAXTER: The Governmeit
with which T was associated always con-
sidered both sides. We even went to the
extent of giving an appointment to one of
the hon. member’s defeafed friends, Mr.
Frank Rowe. Indeed, we always showed
more consideration to our oppenents than
they ever displayed towards theirs.

[COUNCIL.]

Another burning question to which I wish
to refer, is the reeent sale of the motor
ship “Kangaroe” I did not know that the
vessel was to be sold until I read of it in the
newspapers.  Apparently, everything had
been fixed up, and then the sale was an-
nonnced. The price received by the Govern-
ment for the vessel was £25,000, and [
understand that only recently the vessel had
been laid up and had had renewals effected
at a eost of £14,000. Therefore, the
“Wangaroo” realised only £11,000. There
were bnyers who were prepaved to pay con-
stderably more than the sumn realised. My be-
lief is that the engines of the “Kangaroo” at
the time of the sale were in a much better
condition than those of fhe “Koolinda,” be-
cause the “Koolinda” has had its inside
churned ouf, Moreover, the hull of the “Kan-
gnroo,” which is of the eruiser type, is won-
derfully strong. Now certain arrangements
bave been made with the Blue Funnel Line
regarding the trade with the Islands and a
trade that was largely established by the
“Kangaroo” is to be left in the hands
of private enterprise. What I want to
know is why was not the “Kangaroo” sold
by tender? Why was the vessel sold
privately without any netification of the m-
pending sale being made? True, she was an
old ship, but she was in very good order,
and I will not say much bevond this that
there was an organisation in Perth prepared
to pay £40,000 for the vessel if tenders for
the purchase had been publiely ealled. The
people in question never got a chance to
gqnote or have a say of any kind.

The Honorary Minister: That is vnly a
Fairy tale.

Hon. G. P. BAXTER: 1 will tel]l the
Honorvary Minister the name of the head of
the concern that made the offer. 1 assure
him I do not speak idly. That firm never
got the opportunity to fender. It does a
large trade with the Islands, and I was told
that there was still good money in the
“Kangaroo.”

The Chief Seeretarv: You want to hear
the other side of the guestion.

ITon. C. ¥. BAXTER: There can he no
other side to the question when the sale was
effected without tenders heing ealled.

1 notice in the Speeeh a reference to
what the Government has done for eduea-
tion, particularly in eountry districts. What
has been done in the country is mighty little
compared with what has been done in the
city and the promises of what wonld he done
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in the couniry. Rcecently the Premier pro-
mised another school at Geraldton. XNo
doubt one is required there, but there ave
many small plaeces in other parts of the
country that have not received even reason-
able treatment. For years Merredin has
been in a shoecking condition for lack of
proper cdueational facilities, and the school
there remains overcrowded. Many efforts
have been made to get improvements, but
so far without success. The department has
even reached the stage when it is asking
people to build their own schools. One was
vecently built by voluntary effort about eight
miles from an existing school. The depart-
ment was asked to move the existing school
to that locality, but very wisely, I think,
declined to do so. The Government has been
unwise in one particular respect. The chief
executive officer of the Education Depart-
ment, the ex-Director, Mr. Klein, assured
Parents and Citizens’ Associations in coun-
try distriets that if they provided a build-
ing for manual training, so necessary in
the country, or if people interesied did so,
the Government would provide the neces-
sary furniture and tools with which to main-
tain manual training in the centre. Several
of these organisations got to work and erec-
ted the required buildings, only to find
that, despite the assurance from the execu-
tive head of the department that they would
be supplied with the other requisites, there
was no money available for the purpose.
They had to await their turn during the
carrent financial vear, if it is satisfied even
then. They have provided the timber and
erected the building, and bave already lost
12 months of the mse of the building, which
is now lying idle becanse the Government
did not honour the assurance given by one
of its executive officers, the chicf man in
the Education Department. That was very
wrong. Mr. Craig had a casc of that sovt
in his district. There were two youths who
wanted another 12 months in which to finish
their training and gain some experience in
the manual section. As it was, they had to
2o out into the world this vear without snech
training, notwithstanding that the parents
had helped to provide a building for the
purpose.

I notice that we are to consider the hardy
annual produced session after  session,
namely the Industrial Arbitration Act. One
wonders what will be done this time. Pro-

bably it will be something to please Trades
Hall, something we cannot pass here. Mem-
bers will recollect the endeavours of the sel-
ect ecommittee last session, when certain
clauses were agreed to between the Houses,
but finally were thrown aside. I understand
from an interjection by the Chief Secvetary
that that was done becausc of the amend-
mentzs 1 moved. When the Act was passed
we were told that we would have no further
industrial troubles. At the inception we
were told that there would be no more
hold-ups, no more strikes.

The Honorary lMinister:
that?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The spousors of
the Bill said so. WWe were fold it by very
substantial men in the party to whieh the
Honovary Minister belongs. An wmendment
I put up provided that where the registrar
or president reported a strike or an in-
fringement of the Act or of the court’s
decision, the Crown Law Department
should take proceedings against the
offenders. One would have fhought that,
no matter what party was in power,
it would have been pleased to accept
such an amendment, I think it was actnally
an oversicht that the Aet did.not make that
provision. Why should the responsibility
of taking action in a case of that kind be

Who told you

c¢ast upon the Minister? TTWhen the
Iaw has been flonted, why should it
be left to the Minister to take the

requisite steps against the offenders? Why
was not the Government scnsible cnough to
see what was required to meet svel eirenm-
stances? It should be an instrnetion to the
Crown Law Department to take proceed-
ings in the event of a strike or hold-up.
That is what I provided in my amendment.
When, however, suech a provision was
pressed last time, the Chief Secretary said
it was the end of the Bill. All the eonsid-
evation that had been given by this Cham-
ber to the amendments to the Aet went by
the board, because the Government would
not aceept that one amendment of mine,
which wonld have relieved the Minister and
the Government as a whole of any responsi-
bility in the matter.

The Honorary Minister: We want indus-
trial pence, do we not?

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : We c¢an never have
industrial peace in anything with which the
Honorary Minister is aszoeiated. His views
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are too wild, Are we cver to bave peace
in indastry and have sound work done under
the Industria]l Avbitration Act?

The Honorary Minister: Not until yon im-
prove it.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The attitude of
the present Government towards the Act and
the Arbitration Court is to encourage the
uuions of employees to ignore both and have
reeourse to divect action. Take the miners’
strike that occurred on the goldfields. The
mine managers were forced by the Govern-
ment to agree outside the Arbitration Court,
to the demands of the men, and gave them all
they wanted, notwithstanding the faect that
the court wduld not concede the demands.
Of what use is it for Parliament to pass laws
if they are not to be obeyed? The Govern-
ment itself does not adhere to the laws of
the country, We know what happened at
Collie, when the sirike occurred there. The
“West Australian” reported a gathering of
Trades Hall officials as follows:—

The settlement of the Collie dispute was
discussed at a meeting of the State Execu-
tive of the Australian Labour Party on Men-
day night, and a resolution was agreed to in
which the Execeutive expressed eongratula-
tions to the Minister for Labour (Mr. Hawke)
and the Government on the stand they had
taken in regard to the dispute.

It does not matter about the laws of the
country so long as Trades Hall is pleased—

Delegates from Collie were present at the

meeting, and it was stated that they ex-
pressed appreciation of the work of the Min-
ister and the Government; that they were
insistent that there was a great deal of dis-
content at Collie, and that they were
emphatic in stating that had not the Gov-
ernment taken the action it did, industry in
the State would have heen paralysed as a
result of a stoppage at Collic,
I do not believe that a stoppagze of
work was imminent. XEven so, how ean
this country he controlled if the unions ean
strike whenever they wish? Why not
serap all the laws and let there be a free
ficht right throngh? The Government, by
its action, is doing more to destroy the arbi-
tration system than any other combination
could do. In addition to the Arbitration
Court, we now have industrial boards. Be-
cause the court did not aecept all that an
industrial board recommended, & commis-
sioner was appointed at Collie. The com-
missioner oecupied the position of mines in-
spector, and was ecalled in to adjudicate on
a matter that had been refused by the Arbi-
tration Court. ‘

The Honorary Minister: That is provided
for in the Act.

Hon, C. ¥. BAXTER: This particular
thing is not. I do not care what ruling may
have been obtained from the Crown Law
Department; I maintain that the action taken
was pot provided for in the Aet, and was
never intended to be provided for. As might
have been expected, the Gommissioner made
the necessary recommendations, but the court
refused to acknowledge them, This ap-
peared to be of small moment to the Gov-
ernment., Notwithstanding the court’s posi-
tion under the law of the land, the Govern-
ment over-rode the Aet and the court, and
arranged immediately for the Collie miners
to have their claims conceded. Where is the
State going te finish?

Hon. H. 8. W. Parker: He was brought
from South Australip for the purpose.

Hon. C. F, BAXTER: I wish to deal also
with another regrettable trouble that has
arisen—every member who knows anything
of the cirenmstances will regret it—the
trouble in our mental homes. As an ex-
Minister in control of that particular depart-
ment, I sympathise with the Chief Secre-
tary in his effort to keep the secales evenly
balanced between the sections coneerned. We
have the executive section and the medical
section, and there seems to he no end of
trouble between them. There is something
wrong somewhere, First of all we had the
fight over Dr, Bentley. The charges made
against him were of such an extraordinary
nature that any civil servant who put them
up ought to be asked to retire from the scr-
vice. It was a case of slanghtering Dr.
Bentley. Fortunately there was a way out
of the difficulty through the Appeal Board,
and that board, as I expected, exonerated
the doctor. Now we have the trouble at
Heathcote. There is no end of trouble at
Heathcote. The question is how to elean it
up. How will the patients fare meanwhile?
One would have thought that Dr. Bentley,
as head of the Lunacy Department, would
he in charge of Heathcote and that the resi-
dent medieal officer, in this case Dr. Weh-
ster, would he the responsible officer in con-
trol of that institution. Apparenily, how-
ever, Dr. Webster was nct under Dr. Bent-
ley, but under the Under Secretary of the
Chief Secretary’s Departmeni and perhaps
the trouble arose from the interference of the
Under Seeretary. Some time age the matron
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was suspended, and an inquiry was held. Dr.
Bentley, as Chief Officer, suspended the
matron, but the Under Secretary promptly
reinstated her, Next Dr. Webster sus-
pended the matron. There was another in-
quiry, this time by the Public Service Com-
missioner, who immediately reinstated ber.
How in such cirenmstances ean we hope to
secure reasonable administeation? What will
happen to the patients, and where does the
taxpayer come in while quarrels of this
nature are going on? To overcome the dif-
ficulty Dr. Webster has been transferred to
Claremont.

There is another point, namely, the treat-
ment of the patients at Heathcote. Dr.
Webster is particularly well versed in the
cardiozol treatment, which has given such
successful results. What will become of
that treatment? Does the new man know
anything about it? I understand there has
been eone death at Heatheote, but I am not
attributing that to the new doetor. What
may bappen if treatment of this sort is
entrusted to a man who does not understand
it? I hope the Chief Secretary will clean
up the whole trouble one way or the other.
If some of the excentive officers are want-
ing in their duties, let them be transferred.
I hope the Minister will not leave thimgs
in their present unsatisfactory state. Bvery-
one s diseatisfied. Something should be done
to overcome the econtinual biekering and
quarrelling that occurs. Suspensions ave
becoming almost a weekly oceurrence. Let
us put a stop to all this trouble and protect
the patients in the institution. They de-
serve cvery protection. There are other
matters that I eould have dealt with but I
will leave them till g later date. T trust my
remarks will not be regarded by the Chief
Seerctary and Honorary Minister in any
personal way. I have never indulged in
personalities, I notiee that the Chief Sec-
retary is smiling.

The Chief Secretary:
vour colleague.

Ilon. C. F. BAXTER: All my endeav-
ours are in the direetion of working unitedly
with other political sections in Parliament
for the henefit of the Statc as a whole. T
support the motion.

On motion by Hon. 1E. V. Piesse, debate
adjourned,

I was smiling at

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 1), £2,500,000,

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time.

House adjeurned at 6.17 p.m,

Degisiative Assembly,
Tuesday, 9th Lugust, 1038,
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pensation payments ... Lo33-34
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

p.m., and read prayers

MOTION—CONDOLENCE.

The late Won. 8. W, Munsic, M.L.A., aud
the tale Mr. K. V. Brockman, M.J.A.

THE PREMIER (llon. J. C. Willeock—
Gieraldton) [4.34]: T move—

That thiz Iouse desires to place upun
record its profound sense of the loss sus-
tained in the passing of the late IIon, Selby
Walter Munsie, 2 member ot this House and
Minister for Mines anld Iealth of the State
it the time of his death, and that an ox-
pression of the sincerest syvmpathy of mem-
bers be vonveyed to his widow and family by
Mr. Speaker; and that this llouse desires 1o
place upon record its profound sense of {he
loss sustained in the passing of the late Mr.
dmund Vernon Brockman, a member of this
Housce at the time of his death, wnd that an
cxpression of the sincerast sympathy of
members be conveved to his widew and
family by NMr, Speaker,

It is with deep sorrow I move this motion
deploring the great loss sustained by the
country in the death of the two hon. mem-



